BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Town of North Wilkesboro
May 18, 2020
A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Commissioners of the town of North Wilkesboro was
held via ZOOM online platform in the respective homes and/or offices of the Commissioners, Town
Manager and Town Clerk May 18, 2020.
THERE WERE PRESENT:

Robert L. Johnson, Mayor
Andrew Palmer, Commissioner/Mayor Pro-Tem
Angela Day, Commissioner
Debbie Ferguson, Commissioner
Michael Parsons, Commissioner
Bert Hall, Commissioner

ALSO PRESENT:

Wilson B. Hooper, Town Manager
Debra Pearson, Town Clerk
Daniel Johnson, Town Attorney

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Robert Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and delivered the Invocation. The
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Michael Parsons.

IV. Approval of the Agenda:
Mayor Johnson called for a motion to approve the agenda. Motion was made by
Commissioner Parsons and seconded by Commissioner Palmer. Motion unanimously
carries as Manager Hooper requests the vote from each Commissioner after stating their name
for verification purposes since this was a ZOOM media platform meeting.
V. Public Hearing:
Call for a Public Hearing- Mayor Johnson opened the meeting for a Public Hearing at 6:04 p.m to
consider a contribution to the Wilkes Small Business Recovery Program. LeAnn Nixon presented the
Wilkes Small Business Recovery Program detailing a program designed to provide relief to small
local businesses affected by the stay-at-home order related to the Coronavirus. Ms. Nixon explained this
program was created in 2020 using funds from the Local Expansion & Attraction Program (LEAP)
which is the private funding side of the public/private partnership of Wilkes EDC in partnership with
local government. private and undisclosed donors. These funds will be administered by a review
committee that consists of board members, local government and business community representatives.
Eligible businesses would receive monthly payments of $500. For up to four months to be used for
rent, lease, mortgage, utility payments or potentially other fixed payments such as PPE, payroll,
equipment rental or insurance upon approval of the application. There are currently funds to assist up
to 67 businesses. With help and support from local governments and private contributions the goal is
to assist 100 businesses.
See press release attachment from EDC Attachment A

VI. Recess until 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 19, 2020
Public comments may be submitted for twenty-four (24) hours following the public hearing in writing
by e-mail to tonwhall@north-wilkesboro.com or by calling 336-667-7129 ext. 3012 prior to 6:00 p.m.
This meeting will recess and resume on May 19, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. to take a vote to approve the program.
Motion to recess until May 19, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. was made by Commissioner Palmer, seconded
by Commissioner Ferguson. Motion unanimously approved by roll call and vote of each
Commissioner by Manager Hooper. Meeting recessed at 6:05 p.m.
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS (Virtual)
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Town of North Wilkesboro
May 19, 2020
A Special Meeting of the Mayor and Board of Commissioners of the town of North Wilkesboro was
held via ZOOM online platform in the respective homes and/or offices of the Commissioners, Town
Manager and Town Clerk May 18, 2020, was called to recess at 6:05 p.m. to resume at 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday May 19, 2020 .
THERE WERE PRESENT:

Robert L. Johnson, Mayor
Andrew Palmer, Commissioner/Mayor Pro-Tem
Angela Day, Commissioner
Debbie Ferguson, Commissioner
Michael Parsons, Commissioner
Bert Hall, Commissioner

ALSO PRESENT:

Wilson B. Hooper, Town Manager
Debra Pearson, Town Clerk
Daniel Johnson, Town Attorney

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Robert Johnson called the recessed meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. and delivered the Invocation.
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Michael Parsons.
This meeting was reconvened in order to take a vote to approve the EDC Small Business Recovery
Program donation from the Town of North Wilkesboro and to approve the budget amendment transferring
dollars in to the Special Appropriations fund from the Town’s FY20 contingency fund. The amount of
the contribution to be made by the town is $30,000 to use in the EDC program to possibly help in the aid
of some 100 small businesses in Wilkes County.
Mayor Johnson asked if there was anyone attending this public meeting who would like to voice an
opinion or speak on the matter of the town’s contribution to the EDC Small Business Recovery Program.
State statute requires a twenty-four (24) hour comment period on these particular hearings. The public
was instructed at the Monday meeting to direct all inquiries, statements or questions to the town website
or to call the office directly and leave their message. There were no inquiries or questions, and no one in
the virtual meeting wished to speak.
Mayor Johnson then requested Manager Hooper to ask for a motion to approve the Resolution of
Intent to Appropriate Town of North Wilkesboro Funds to Wilkes Economic Development Corporation
For Use In The Wilkes Small Business Recovery Program. Commissioner Ferguson made the motion
to approve the resolution with Commissioner Palmer seconding the motion. Roll call votes by each
Commissioner resulted in unanimous favor of the resolution. Motion carries.
Attachment B
Manager Hooper then called for a motion to approve the Town Of North Wilkesboro Amendment
To Budget Ordinance FY ending 6/30/2020, Budget Amendment #11 to move $30,000 from the town’s
contingency fund to the Special Appropriations fund. Commissioner Parsons made the motion to
approve the budget amendment with Commissioner Day seconding the motion. A roll call vote of
each Commissioner resulted in unanimous favor of the budget amendment. Motion carries.

See Attachment C
Mayor Johnson asked if anyone had any comments on the items approved. Commissioner Parsons
wanted to point out that Commissioner Palmer personally delivered some seventy-five (75) flyers to
businesses in North Wilkesboro and taped them on the doors of any business not open at that time. This
was to ensure that local small businesses were aware of the recovery program. The Board and Mayor
commended Commissioner Palmer on his efforts.
Mayor Johnson remarked that if no on had any other comments they’d like to convey he would ask for a
motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Palmer made the motion to adjourn with
Commissioner Ferguson seconding the motion. Motion carries by each member stating approval.
Meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

__________________________________

______________________________

Debra W. Pearson, Clerk

Robert L. Johnson MAYOR

APPROVED: ______________________

RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO APPROPRIATE TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO FUNDS TO
WILKES ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR USE IN THE WILKES SMALL
BUSINESS RECOVERY PROGRAM
WHEREAS, in spring 2020 the nation was beset by the Coronavirus, a highly contagious virus
which can lead to an illness with severe respiratory and other symptoms known as COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, public health authorities and medical experts warned that the virus could quickly
spread through the population and overwhelm the capacity of the state’s healthcare system if measures to
prevent its spread were not undertaken; and
WHEREAS, state, county, and municipal governments across the nation declared States of
Emergency giving them legal authority to take measures deemed necessary for the health and safety of their
citizens; and
WHEREAS, state, county, and municipal governments implemented measures intended to prevent
the spread of the virus; and
WHEREAS, these measures included a statewide “stay at home” order, bans on non-essential
travel, the closure of certain businesses, and limits on the operations of remaining businesses; and
WHEREAS, the measures had a chilling effect on the economy, particularly small businesses; and
WHEREAS, leaders from the Wilkes Economic Development Corporation established a grant
program designed to help small businesses affected by the changing economy cover expenses incurred
during the state of emergency; and,
WHEREAS, the North Wilkesboro Board of Commissioners recognizes the importance of small
businesses to the town’s economy and wishes to support the program with a financial contribution.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of the Town of North
Wilkesboro, with the adoption of this Resolution, appropriates $30,000 from the town’s FY20 Contingency
Fund to the Wilkes Economic Development Corporation for use in the Wilkes Small Business Recovery
Program.
Adopted this ___________day of May, 2020.
_______________________
Robert L. Johnson, Mayor
ATTEST:
_______________________
Debra W. Pearson, Town Clerk

TOWN OF NORTH WILKESBORO
AMENDMENT TO BUDGET ORDINANCE
FISCAL YEAR ENDING 6/30/2020
BUDGET AMENDMENT #11

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Board for the Town of North Wilkesboro, North Carolina, that the
following amendment be made to the annual budget ordinance for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020:
SECTION 1. To amend the General Fund budget as follows:
DEPARTMENT

BUDGET

AMENDMENT

FINAL BUDGET

Expenses
10-9990-9900
Provision for Contingencies

10-6800-9000
Contributions to Other
Agencies

$249,157

-$30,000

$219,157

$249,157

-$30,000

$219,157

$86,750

$30,000

116,750

$86,750

$30,000

$116,750

Increase Allocation to Wilkes EDC for Wilkes Small Business Recovery Program.
SECTION 2. Copies of this budget amendment shall be furnished to the Clerk to the Governing
Board and the Finance Officer for their direction.
Adopted this ___________day of May, 2020.
____________________________
Robert Johnson, MAYOR
ATTEST:
_________________________
Debra W. Pearson, Town Clerk

